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WeCare4U: Not Just A Club - A
Ministry
Interviewed by: Irina Gagiu 09.29.21
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Jean Nibigira (graduate, community & international development)
WeCare4U Club President
Could you tell me a little about yourself? What made you come to Andrews
University?
I would say that's a complex question for me. I was not born a Seventh-day
Adventist. It was much later that I found myself and became a Seventh-day
Adventist, by choice, in 2011. From there, I had gotten a good opportunity to join a
school overseas, so that was initially what made me come here. Secondly, I wanted

to have a Christian education. Secular education has some gaps, while SDAeducation, I feel, offers a more holistic experience.
Can you tell me about WeCare4U and what the club stands for?
You have already said it! It's as simple as “we care for you.” You know how it is
when you see someone struggling and wish you knew what was going on in their
life––not because you need to know, but because you have a passion to help them.
The Bible tells us that we should want to and try to help our brothers and sisters. In
our club we want everyone to know that we care for them and they are not alone.
There are many people who have been judged due to their culture, circumstances,
or the groups they belong to, but we care for them. Sometimes you see people
walking around, some of them have been hurt by their own families, from their
communities, or even dear friends and they may smile, but inside their hearts,
they're crying. WeCare4U wants to do more than just pass by. We want to know:
are you happy? And if you're not happy, we are here to help you be happy in Jesus.
Because it's ok if we can’t do it on our own.
Who started WeCare4U?
Jean. Ha, yes, I am the one. When I realized that the world is full of hate, I decided
there was a need for caring in the world and that I have something to contribute.
And, you know, being the president is just a name. I try to ignore stuff like titles
because they can make you feel more superior than others. Right now, I'm praying
that God will bring people who are cut out to help me fulfill my ultimate dream: to
establish a global ministry by continuing even beyond Andrews. We live in a world
where we all come from different backgrounds, but we want this club to be a space
where regardless of your background, you can help care for others and also be
cared for yourself.
With you as the president and founder of the club, have you collected or formed
a team of other officers?
I have one other team member here at Andrews and another guy I was talking to
yesterday. He is definitely a person with a heart for ministry, so I am excited about
the team I am building. At the end of the day, I want teammates who desire to go on
a journey to look beyond the limits of a club. In other words, I want teammates who
are willing to work even after graduation.
Are there any specific goals that the club has for the year? Are there certain
events that you are planning or are interested in having?

Well, for this year––God willing––I'm planning several different types of events.
We need to bring together people from multiple backgrounds, whether that’s
socially, financially, or politically. I want to have several panel discussions and
meeting events where we can talk about questions that help us address how we can
care for our community, such as: what do people think makes them feel “at home”?
What sense of home is our club offering? What perceptions do we have about other
people? I am also hoping to plan an event called the Love at Home Project. Over
the course of the year our club will attempt to raise $3,000 to take the less
fortunate out for a nice evening and meal. Additionally, we are planning to have an
event during the year called Care2Care. Over the course of two days our club will
emphasize caring for our community and those in need. Some people don’t know
what it is like to have a family that cares about you, and we would like our events
and club to provide a space full of love and hope for those individuals.
So are you aiming to have more forums or conversation-type events like cocurriculars or vespers services?
I think that’s the channel I would like to go through, yes, but I am still open to other
ideas! Everyone is welcome to offer their experience and should also have a part in
advising. We should also pray that the Holy Spirit can guide us. We must trust in
what God wants us to achieve, not just what we want to achieve.
If someone at the Club Fair were to ask why they should join the club, what
would you say?
We are a club trying to look out for the best interests of others, inspire hope and
establish a home. By joining this club, someone can find purpose by adding value
to other peoples’ lives and by showing compassion. We can share love to others on
Christ’s behalf. The main goal is to always minister to them––to speak to and for
those who are voiceless, and to advocate for those who are quiet and feel they have
no hope. The world is not a peaceful place and the future is unknown, but I truly
believe that those who join this club will find purpose sharing a little bit of love and
beauty in this world.
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I'm Proud of My Hispanic Heritage
Because...
Caryn Cruz 09.29.21
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Every year on September 15, Hispanic Heritage Month officially starts, kicking off
an entire month with a strong sense of pride in one’s Hispanic and Latin roots. The
month celebrates those of Hispanic and Latin origins living in the United States
who have faced hardships as an immigrant community. President Lyndon B.
Johnson introduced Hispanic Heritage Week in 1968, though Hispanic Heritage
Month was not instituted until several years later. Now, all Americans are able to
officially pay tribute to those of Hispanic and Latin heritage who have contributed
to the progression and development of America, as well as those who will continue
to participate in shaping the future of our country. Andrews University is known
for its diverse student body, and the Hispanic/Latinx community on our campus
greatly contributes to our multicultural background. It is a privilege and honor for
Andrews University to recognize our Hispanic and Latino students during
Hispanic Heritage Month. I asked several Andrews University students to reflect
on Hispanic Heritage Month and what makes them proud of their heritage.

Nathalie Batres (junior, psychology, pre-dent) México/El Salvador
[I’m proud of] those who have come from nothing and have worked so hard to
make something out of nothing.
Yulian Tinoco (graduate, clinical mental health
counseling) Venezuela/Columbia
Something that makes me proud of where I’m from is that even when there is
something bad happening in our homes or in our country, people are still generally
happy. They don’t let the bad things get to them because they focus on the
important things, which is usually family.
Kelly Schwarzer (senior, psychology) Bolivia
One of the reasons I am proud of my Hispanic culture is because of the community
I am a part of. No matter what Hispanic country you may be from, everyone is
family and everyone is treated as family. The second reason I am proud of my
Hispanic culture is the diversity that it brings such as the food, language, and
traditions.
Jenna Donaldson (senior, political science and Spanish) Panama
Hispanic Heritage Month is important to me because it sets aside a period of time
to acknowledge and appreciate Hispanic culture and its influence in this country. I
think a lot of times Hispanic culture is either forgotten/left out of the story or
lumped into one small box. But during this month, at least on Andrews’ campus,
we’re able to get a better picture of what Hispanic cultures really look like.
Abraham Bravo (senior, political science) México
I find that Hispanic Heritage month is incredibly important to me because it’s a
time where my culture is celebrated. It’s a time for those who wish to learn more
about where I come from and can engage with the community that is largely silent
but ever growing in the United States.
Isabella Rappette (junior, finance) Spain
Two things I appreciate about my Spanish heritage: I really appreciate the
closeness of family, even if you barely know them. Everyone is kind and takes care
of each other. I also appreciate the food and fellowship that comes with that! My
family has traditional foods we serve each year around the holidays that bring us
all together. It reminds the older family of their childhoods and allows them to pass
those memories down to us.

Brandon Alvarez (sophomore, business pre-med) Dominican Republic and
México
I’m immensely proud to be Latino because it means that I can be a part of a vibrant
culture where treating everybody like family is a part of who we are.
Moises Reyes (sophomore, mathematics and religion) Dominican Republic
One thing I am very proud of in my culture is that we are hardworking people. I
remember growing up I would ask my parents to tell me the stories of them
growing up, and every time I would feel so proud and in awe every time I heard
how they overcame their hardships and pushed past their tribulations. It has made
such an impression on me and my life that I aim to define myself by a hard work
ethic and persistence, just like my parents.
Nick Bishop (sophomore, psychology pre-med) Argentina
To pinpoint one thing that makes me proud of my Latino heritage is extremely
difficult because there’s so much, whether that’s la comida, música, la gente, or the
affection and warmth Latinos have. But to describe one specifically would be the
motivation and drive for success that I have due to the fact that I come from an
immigrant family. My mother and grandparents have worked so hard and hearing
their stories and witnessing the greatness they’ve done fuels my passion and drive
for success. I’m proud of the fact that above all the challenges, language and
cultural barriers faced throughout the Latino experience we still persevere and
don’t let anything stop us. Having this behind me, makes me feel like there’s
nothing I can’t do.
Nailea Soto (freshman, global studies pre-law) México
Something that I am proud of in my culture is that we have a lot of determination.
A lot of times, people like to underestimate us because they think that we aren’t
capable of achieving our dreams in this country. But the Hispanic community has
shown me that with great determination, comes great strength.

HUMANS

Senior Spotlight: Grant Steinweg
(senior, music composition)
Interviewed by: Lauren Kim 09.29.21
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The Three Angels | Written by Grant Steinweg
When did you first start writing your own music?
During my junior and senior years of high school. The very first thing I started with
was a nursery rhyme medley for my high school orchestra. My senior year, I
composed a piece for orchestra and wrote my very first song–lyrics and all. After
high school, I decided to apply for a scholarship to Andrews and after many
months of waiting, I heard back that I had been awarded a full-ride for music, and
that I had been accepted as a composition major.
What were any drawbacks/benefits you had when writing your own songs?
One of the hardest parts of writing songs for me is the battle between the poetry

and what I want to do musically. The ideal in songwriting is to get those two things
to merge into one as if there was no conflict between them at all. But sometimes it
really is hard to come up with compelling lyrics that also fit with some sort of
metric pattern. Thankfully though, the more I work at it, the ever-so-slightly easier
it becomes.
Can you explain the title of your new song?
The Three Angels refers to–guess what–the three angels of Revelation 14! I want
people to tie the title of the song with the messages it contains. Therefore, I didn’t
try to do anything fancy, but rather something quite simple and predictable.
Could you elaborate on how you came up with the idea for your song, “The
Three Angels”?
The idea came to write a song about it in mid-February of 2020. I was thinking
about how powerful a song can be for communicating the gospel. I was also
thinking about the three angels’ messages and how much I wanted to understand
them for myself. These two thoughts collided in an idea that would give birth to
something beautiful.
Did anything specific inspire you to write the song? What continues to provide
you inspiration?
Something I was looking for as I studied the messages was a fresh revelation of
God’s love. I read quotes like, “the last message of mercy to be given to the world is
a revelation of [God’s] character of love” (Christ’s Object Lessons, page 415). I
heard that these messages were to “constitute the final warning to be given to the
inhabitants of the earth” (The Great Controversy, page 604). Naturally then, it
seemed to me that the phrases “last message of mercy” and “final warning” were
synonymous and therefore equating the three angels’ messages to a revelation of
God’s character of love. This was a relief and yet rightly intuitive. As part of my
cultural Adventist experience, I had either misinterpreted or heard
misinterpretations of Revelation 14 that put emphasis on a scary judgment instead
of on a good God to prepare us for it. After my conversion, however, I knew for sure
that God was love and that He wouldn’t try to scare me into submission. These
tensions pulling on both sides gave God the golden opportunity to step in and
illuminate my mind. This focus on God’s character of love in all of scripture is what
continues to provide inspiration for my songwriting specifically, but also to my
instrumental composition.

Have you written any other songs like “The Three Angels”?
Nothing I’ve written is quite like “The Three Angels.” However, I have written
songs that have a similar ideological approach; in other words, I tried to get at
God’s heart of love. My second most recent release is entitled “The Ten Promises.”
It literally is God talking to us about the new covenant experience that He wants us
to have with His law, and specifically, the ten commandments, which I believe are
actually ten promises for a better life. I’ve written other songs as well that you can
find on my sister’s and my album, “A New Song.”
Could you elaborate on how your other pieces of music were/were not related
to this song?
“The Ten Promises” is quite similar in approach to “The Three Angels,” in that it
seeks to dispel lies about God and His Word. Just like “The Three Angels” calls
people to “reject the lies that paint our God as anything but love,” “The Ten
Promises” calls people to trust God to fulfill His ten promises in us, looking to
Calvary for sufficient motivation. “The Three Angels” is quite different from any
other song I’ve written because it is the first song I’ve orchestrated for a large
group and produced.
Do you plan to write any other songs in the future? If so, what would they be
about?
Yes. I hope to write songs that help us to see our sweet Jesus and His character of
love through all of the doctrines of Scripture. For example, I’d like to write a song
about how we can see God’s love in the investigative judgment.
Lyrics of “The Three Angels”:
Three angels fly above the world to share their words of peace:
"Redeeming Love has conquered death, its pow'r will fin'ly cease!
Proclaim it far and wide," they say, "to every soul on earth.
Creation's King laid down His life to offer us new birth!"
"Fear God and give Him glory for His trial of love has come;
O worship nature's Maker and His faithful friend become.
Christ's righteousness and living grace will raise the dead to life;
His Spirit will abide in you and quell a world of strife."
Chorus:
The everlasting gospel, the cure to all our fears;

Christ's death and resurrection, the hope of ageless years;
Assurance of redemption to every hurting soul;
What once was crushed and broken will forever be made whole.
Babylon has fallen from the truth she once believed;
The name of God has been profaned, this world has been deceived.
Reject the lies that paint our God as anything but love.
Receive the grace of God and let it carry you above.
Chorus:
The everlasting gospel, the cure to all our fears;
Christ's death and resurrection, the hope of ageless years;
Assurance of redemption to every hurting soul;
What once was crushed and broken will forever be made whole.
The Sabbath is a sign of God's creative pow'r to save;
The Beast will soon set up its own as law to be obeyed.
But trust not in the ways of man to save the soul from death;
Believe in Christ, the Lamb of God, to give us all new breath.
Bridge:
These angels are a symbol of God's people here on earth;
Their message we will share with all the world.
O Spirit, give us power to press on in hope and love
Until You come again and take us home.
Chorus:
The everlasting gospel, the cure to all our fears;
Christ's death and resurrection, the hope of ageless years;
Assurance of redemption to every hurting soul;
What once was crushed and broken will forever be made whole.
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Creative Spotlight: Evin-Nazya
Musgrove (senior, psychology)
Interviewed by: Megan Napod 09.29.21

Photo by Evin-Nazya Musgrove

How did you get started with songwriting and making music?
I’ve always enjoyed all forms of writing. As an early teen, I enjoyed writing fictional
stories and poetry, and my favorite subject in school had always been English
Literature. As far as my musical side, my dad’s side of the family is filled with
singers and musicians, so I honestly couldn’t escape it. I wrote my first original

song at age ten, five years later I started my YouTube channel, and two years into
being a YouTuber I finally decided to start sharing some of my music with the
world. Now, heading into being twenty-one, writing, recording, and sharing my
music is not only my greatest hobby but a major part of my God-given purpose.
Who and/or what are your inspirations?
Regarding the overall sound of my music, my greatest inspiration is the Malaysian
singer-songwriter, Yuna. Similar to Yuna’s discography, the sound of my music is
quite playful and warm, yet laid-back. As for my abstract, story-teller style of
songwriting, artists like Lorde, Alessia Cara, and Billie Eilish are major
inspirations. Themes like sarcasm also reveal themselves throughout my music, as
also witnessed in the music of the artists above.
How has being at Andrews helped you share your craft?
Oh boy, being at Andrews has served as such great exposure for my craft, in
addition to contributing to my comfortability with performing my original music. I
still remember performing my single, “Lullaby” for the first time ever at a Cultural
Club event during my freshman year! The AU community is so supportive of
people’s art. It was through (reluctantly) saying yes to performing at events on
campus, as well as back at home in The Bahamas, that I learned just how much I
enjoy delivering my music in front of the masses. I genuinely believe in my craft as
an artist and I’m grateful that God granted me the passions that He did.
What are your current goals for your music? Any ultimate goals or aspirations?
Currently, I’m actually working on my second EP that will be released before the
end of the year! I absolutely cannot wait to share the new sounds I’ve been
experimenting with, as well as bringing them to life visually, with videographer
and content creator Joshua Martin (@joshuamartinstudios). However, an ultimate
goal of mine as an indie artist is to host my own concerts, where I can better
connect with listeners. Apart from actually performing the songs, I most enjoy
sharing the stories behind the music, including all of the emotions experienced
and the little quirks behind the process of each song.
Tell me about your favorite thing you’ve created.
I always get nervous whenever I’m asked this question. The pressure! As far as
music videos, the video for my single “Simple Things,” will always be one of the
happiest moments of my music career. However, I’m not sure that I actually have a
favorite project of mine, as I genuinely form an emotional attachment to each one
of them. There are two projects that I believe I hold especially close, though:

“Lullaby” and the anthem of my upcoming EP, which is soon to be revealed on
social media. “Lullaby” continues to be a fan favorite, and I’ve learned that it’s due
to the tough seasons many listeners have been able to grow through while listening
to this song. One listener personally shared that “Lullaby” helped her cope with a
miscarriage. Others testify that “Lullaby” brought comfort while going through
seasons of depression and almost served as a ‘warm hug.’ Testimonies like these
remind me how important it is to approach the songwriting process authentically
and with a purpose in mind.
You can check out my music on all platforms, as well as music videos on my
YouTube channel! I hope you resonate with my craft in some way.
IG: @evinmusgrove_
Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/artist/0SLCr2b3clXJwkmDvhFXtG?si=Z5RWAu6
ZT6yWGyTmj2uYGA&dl_branch=1
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_kYtGvQWGV8tBF2dPn5W6A
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Jordan Feliz Comes to Town
Joshua Deonarine 09.29.21
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On September 19, 2021, Andrews University was blessed with the presence of Dove
Award-winning Christian pop singer Jordan Feliz. Born on March 15, 1989 in
California, Feliz was a natural singer, frequently participating in church concerts

and local shows. In 2006, he joined a band, A Current Affair, as the lead vocalist—a
major break in his singing career. Unfortunately, five years later in 2011, the band
split up. However, this was just a stepping stone for Feliz. In 2015, Feliz's solo
career took off with the release of his album “Beloved.” Since then, Feliz has
released three albums and has toured all over the nation.
The concert began with Feliz’s most popular song, “The River.” “The River” is a
perfect example of Feliz’s style—a mix between classic rock, retro '70s R&B, and
modern pop. Initially, with my prior knowledge of Christian Contemporary music, I
assumed that the music would be indistinguishable from a Hillsong piece. After
listening to “The River,” I changed my assumption promptly. Feliz’s hit was indeed
a combination of different styles that compliment each other beautifully.
At the peak of the concert, Feliz opened his heart to us. He spoke about his
personal experiences with God and gave us words of encouragement as we strive
along our own paths to Him. His sermonette transitioned into an introduction to
The Compassion Project, a project that Feliz both contributes to and promotes. The
Compassion Project is a “national initiative” with a mission “to ensure that every
primary school student in the U.S. understands what compassion is and how to
demonstrate it in their lives.” The Compassion Project has partnered with many
celebrities, like the late Alex Trebek of “Jeopardy,” to further the organization’s
efforts, which have currently impacted 21,907 schools, 42,728 teachers, and
400,700 students—quite an impressive feat.
Not long after his words of empowerment, the concert eventually came to a close
with Feliz’s first single from his new album, “Glorify.” The song was a great
finisher, summarizing Feliz’s emotions while considering the wonderful blessings
God had given him.
The concert left many attendees satisfied, especially Ethan Emde (sophomore,
finance). “I love Jordan’s style of music and the messages they convey,” he
remarked. His favorite song from the night was “Never Too Far Gone,” which
reminded him of his summer days working at his local camp. Emde mentioned
that he felt that this concert was quite different from“a worship experience like one
in church,” yet he still enjoyed the music.
Jordan Feliz’s concert was a great success, in the opinion of my own and others.
We will await his next arrival, hopefully in the foreseeable future.

References:
“Compassion Can Be Taught.” (16 December 2020). The Compassion Project.
“Jordan Feliz Biography, Songs, & Albums.” (2021) AllMusic, Nekation.
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TV On Strike
Anonymous Student 09.29.21
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This summer I worked my very first 22-hour shift, “on set,” no less. While I
absolutely love being on set, it can often be physically exhausting. As a production
assistant, I was lifting & moving things, quick to be on my feet for most of the hours
I was working. After a 22-hour shift, my body was weary. However, I was still an
hour’s drive from home, more than that in 6 a.m. Los Angeles rush hour traffic.
Wearily, I got in my car and began driving. I have never been so exhausted in my
life, or so close to falling asleep while driving. Moments passed and I started
crying. My body needed rest so desperately, but I was trapped in traffic for at least
several more hours.

That night, I was lucky enough to make it home safely, but assistant camera
operator Brent Hershman wasn’t so lucky. After a 19-hour day in 1997, he dozed
off and died in a car crash. His death inspired Oscar-winning cinematographer
Haskell Wexler to shoot the documentary “Who Needs Sleep?” (2006) where he
interviewed film crew workers about how long they worked. Many crew members
were averaging 15-16 hour workdays, with turnaround times that were far too
short for a person to get adequate sleep, let alone have a personal life. For the past
few weeks, many of my friends in the film industry have told their own stories of
nearly falling asleep while driving home or almost crashing with a day’s worth of
footage in their car. The countless workers behind the scenes of your favorite TV
shows and movies are exhausted, and for good reason.
On set, every minute of filming can cost as much as $1200 dollars, from paying
every employee to renting very expensive camera equipment. This can make it a
stressful place where people are encouraged to work harder and cut meal times in
order to be more efficient. Like any industry, the working class is often taken
advantage of in order to produce content more cheaply. This is why the unions
have strict labor laws, like requiring production to feed crew workers every 8 hours
or pay a fine, as well as requiring a minimum 10-hour turnaround time between
shoots or, again, paying a fine.
Unfortunately, now that things are finally starting up again after the pandemic
slowed production to a halt, streamers have been working their sets double-time in
order to produce your favorite shows in time. Productions have been simply paying
the fines instead of feeding and resting their workers fairly because it’s more costefficient. After months of this behavior and numerous near-death experiences for
film crew members, the IATSE, the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage
Employees, and the union that supports everyone from cinematographers to set
dressers, has finally taken steps to go on strike. On the morning of September 26,
the International Guild of Cinematographers voted to go on strike when the IATSE
approved the date.
This means that in a few days, a union strike could ground all TV production to a
halt.
How does this affect you? Well, instead of complaining that the newest season of
“The Witcher” isn’t coming out as soon as you’d hoped, consider canceling your
streaming subscriptions temporarily in support of underpaid & overworked set
workers nationwide. The IATSE phrased it well in the following tweet: “Hollywood
isn’t glamorous galas, glittery fame, or wealthy corporate elites. Hollywood is the

thousands of behind-the-scenes workers whose labor creates the entertainment
we love.”
Even though film crew members love their jobs, it can be exhausting, and they can
often forget to take care of themselves. Camera teams, grips, and script
supervisors can spend up to 12 hours straight on their feet in tough weather
conditions and sometimes on overnight shifts without a moment to breathe. In
order for them to continue making good content that we all appreciate and love,
let’s all be a little patient and allow them the rest, meal times, and sustainable pay
we all deserve.
Resource
Masters, K. (host). (2021, September 26). “IATSE behind the camera workers make
movies and
TV shows happen. They may soon authorize a strike.” (No. 25) [Audio podcast
episode]
In The Business. KCRW. Low wages, grueling hours, lack of rest: Why IATSE is
ready to strike
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AU Presents the Alumni
Homecoming Gala Concert
Caralynn Chan 09.29.21
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On September 25, 2021, at 8:00 pm, Andrews University students and alumni filled
the illustrious Howard Performing Arts Center for the Alumni Homecoming Gala
Concert. The Andrews University Wind Symphony, University Singers, Canta Bella,
Pioneer Men’s Chorus, and Symphony Orchestra performed a euphonious
repertoire selection to enthusiastically welcome the alumni who came to visit for
the weekend.
The harmonious concert commenced with the Wind Symphony, which performed
various delightful pieces such as the striking “Hands Across the Sea” composed by
John Philip Sousa that featured wind sonorities and crashing cymbals. Audiences
discovered many international influences in works such as “Volver a la Montaña,”

which roughly translates to “Return to the Mountain,” highlighting fantastic folk
tunes from Ecuador and Peru. Another piece, “Fantasy on a Japanese Folk Song,”
details the inner discord of a Japanese girl who falls in love with an American.
Adrian Jones (junior, theology), a trombonist in the Wind Symphony, remarked
that the most challenging aspect of the concert was “staying in the moment. It is
crucial for musicians because it allows them to be responsive to those around
them and the director when things might not occur as they did in rehearsal. If you
are not fully present in the moment, the outcome is that you may miss your cues
and not perform well.”
Next, the University Singers, Canta Bella, and the Pioneer Men’s Chorus performed
a compelling collection of pieces such as “For Everyone Born” by Brian Mann and
arranged by Tom Trenney. The compassionate lyrics emphasized the message of
acceptance and accentuated the ensemble’s sonorous melodies. The final piece
that the University Singers sang was entitled “Until I Reach My Home,” which
Brandon A. Boyd arranged. It showcased a distinct gospel influence that energized
the audience. The poignant lyrics revealed a collective yearning for arriving at
home in Heaven.
Samantha Cardwell (sophomore, piano performance), one of the accompanists of
University Singers and subsequent groups, declared, “I felt privileged and lucky to
be a part of the ensemble. Our bond and chemistry contributed to our ability to
sing and play together in the concert. It is vital to be present in the moment
throughout the rehearsals and the performances. I felt chills during the last two
pieces that the ensemble sang, and I felt that everyone let loose and enjoyed
themselves.”
The Symphony Orchestra performed the final enchanting pieces of the evening.
They performed “Pohjola's Daughter” by Jean Sibelius, which presented a
charming narrative about a beautiful maiden. The other work was “Symphony No.
6, Scherzo” and “Trio” by Anton Bruckner, emphasizing harmonic ambiguity and a
juxtaposition of rhythmical motives.
Savana Hayes (senior, speech-language pathology and audiology), a violinist in the
orchestra, expressed that her favorite piece was the “Scherzo” and “Trio” and why
prospective students should join an ensemble next year. “I love how the piece
begins mysteriously, and builds with anticipation, and concludes with majestic
power and energy. Not only that, but I was smiling throughout the performance. If
anyone is considering joining an ensemble, I encourage it. It is the perfect

opportunity to learn new skills, perform for an audience, and the best part is
getting to play music with a group of people every week!”
If you are available and in the area, please come and support the Andrews
University ensembles at their upcoming concerts. There will be a Symphony
Orchestra concert on October 16, a Wind Symphony concert on October 23, and
the University Singers, Canta Bella, and Pioneer Men’s Chorus concert on October
30, all being held at HPAC.

NEWS

Suicide Prevention Week
Jenae Rogers 09.29.21

Photo by Public Domain

According to Suicide Facts & Figures: Michigan 2019 *, an individual dies by
suicide every six hours in Michigan. In an attempt to decrease suicide rates
nationwide and give the general public more information about mental health, the
United States holds an annual week-long campaign, National Suicide Prevention
Week. This year it began on Sunday, September 5 and ended on Saturday,
September 11. In Suicide in Michigan: A Hidden Health Issue, suicide was listed as
the leading cause of injury death in Michigan and was more common among males
than females. COVID-19 has increased the levels of anxiety and depression seen

within the public and negatively impacted the mental health of many people. The
Michigan Suicide Prevention Commission Initial Report March 2021 reveals that
the overall rate of suicide within Michigan has increased by 28% since 2009, while
the suicide death rate for 18-25 year olds in Michigan has increased by 73%.
Shockingly, the report noted that only 33% of those who die by suicide had a prior
behavioral health visit.
On Andrews University’s campus, the Counseling and Testing Center offers free
counseling services to enrolled undergraduate and graduate students and their
spouses. The center is located in Bell Hall Suite 123 and can be reached by phone
at (269) 471-3470. Group therapy is offered in addition to individual counseling.
The Counseling and Testing Center lists many different signs of distress that may
indicate a need for counseling services including abrupt changes in behavior,
isolation, feeling sad for a long period of time, missing classes, paranoia, drug and
alcohol abuse, fatigue or low energy, sudden outbursts of anger, attention or
memory challenges, irritability, threats of bodily injury or harm to others,
expressing feelings of worthlessness, hopelessness, and helplessness, and suicidal
thoughts or feelings. If you believe one of your friends may be contemplating
suicide, it is important to have a conversation with them, and you can contact the
Counseling and Testing Center if you are unsure how to approach the situation or
for more resources. Overall, it is important to remember that needing counseling is
not abnormal; it can be a beneficial way to learn how to cope with the many
problems of life and grow from them.
If you or someone you know needs help, the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
can be contacted 24-7 at 1-800-273-TALK or 1-800-273-8255. Coronavirus Mental Health Resources has several emotional support resources.
Additionally, there are many on-campus resources including:
- Campus Safety (269-471-3321)
- The Student Success Center (269-471-6096)
- Campus Ministries (269-471-3211)
- University Medical Specialties (269-473-2222)
- Counseling and Testing Center (269-471-3470).
Riverwood Center also has a 24-hour crisis hotline, which can be reached at 800336-0341. Please do not hesitate to reach out and get the help you need!

NEWS

Volunteering at the 2021 Bradley
Family Harvest Run
Brendan Syto 09.29.21
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On Sunday, September 26, at 7:45 A.M., many people gathered at the Andreasen
Center for Wellness for the 2021 Bradley Family Harvest Run. According to
“Focus,” the Andrews University magazine, Laura Malcolm, the associate director
of the Office of Alumni Services, says the run was named after Dr. Fay Bradley, “a
veteran who worked as a physician before his retirement” and “was an avid runner
who redefined what is possible for masters running.” For the run, many volunteers
signed up to set up and help at various stations. Each person volunteered for either
registration of runners, monitoring the routes, or handing out cups of water. I
helped to fill cups of water for runners.
Three other student volunteers and I were driven to an area near the Kingman
Observatory to set up a water station. Together, we set up a table next to the
running trail and filled paper cups with water from a ten-gallon water jug. Every
few minutes, a handful of runners passed our table. Runners would quickly pick up

a cup and drink from it without stopping. We even allowed runners to toss their
cups onto the side of the trail for us to pick up later. Each runner seemed tired by
the time they reached us. Our station was located a little less than halfway through
the route. While waiting for other runners to pass us, my fellow volunteers and I
refilled cups with water and also talked about school life. Once the run had ended,
we picked up all the cups, brought the chairs and the table back to the truck,
emptied out the water jug, and went back to campus. Other volunteers at the run
had different experiences to share.
I asked different volunteers about what their job was. “I guided runners to the end
and I regulated traffic,” says Jordan Syto (freshman, biology). Jordan signed up to
be a trail monitor for the run. The trail monitors stood at the side of the route to
help runners know where to go. Many others helped with monitoring the routes. “I
was assigned to help guide and cheer on runners for the 10k when they were going
through the bike trails,” says Nate Sitanggang (sophomore, finance pre-med). “I
was a worker at the alumni office who was putting on the race!” says Ethan Emde
(sophomore, finance). A good number of students helped to volunteer in this run,
and their time doing so was enjoyable.
The experience was fun, according to volunteers at the run. “It was fun working
with others, helping cars pass safely and guiding runners to the finish line,'' says
Jordan. “It was fun seeing people and helping out in the community,” says Nate.
“Although it required an early morning start, I had a very fun time doing it!” says
Ethan.
Overall, helping with the run was a rewarding experience. I was able to assist
runners with hydrating as well as make new friends with other volunteers. If given
the chance, I would volunteer again for the Bradley Family Harvest Run.
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Raising the Minimum Wage to $15
an Hour
Abraham Bravo 09.29.21
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The debate over whether or not to raise the minimum wage has been a fight since
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt pushed a 25 cents an hour minimum wage
through Congress and signed the Fair Labor Standards Act into law in 1938.
Proponents of raising the minimum wage argue that since the 1940s, inflation has
made the current amount ($7.25 an hour) unlivable in the majority of our country.
Frankly, this has been the reason previous presidents have cited in order to raise it
to where it is now. Meanwhile, opponents of the increase argue that raising the
price of labor would increase the level of unemployment across the country. The
question here is how can we solve this problem without hurting the lives of those
who need both more money and a job.

Raising the minimum wage to a flat $15 rate across the board seems to be a good
idea as many of its proponents argue for the benefits. I agree with the majority of
the arguments for the increase (i.e. the increase would allow for workers to not live
paycheck by paycheck–this is something you can barely do with the current
minimum wage); unfortunately, I argue that a flat rate may not be the best idea
there is. While wealthy corporations whose profit margins are in the multi-millions
(or billions) can afford the increased price of labor, small businesses whose profits
are near to none or even in the negative can only afford to pay the current
minimum or a little more. The increase from $7.25 to $15 may push employers to
lay off workers simply because they cannot afford the new minimum wage. These
small businesses cannot handle the extra cost and will choose to cut their labor
force to the point where they can afford the labor, increasing unemployment and
increasing the amount of work that another worker would have to pick up.
Around six million employees are working in small businesses; if employers were
to lay off half of their employees, we would have a case where about three million
people would be unemployed. Of course, this is an exaggeration, but it is a
plausible possibility. Although not all is lost (nor that dramatic), there is a new
solution at hand; instead of making a flat rate, there should be a mandatory rate if
a company produces more than a certain amount of profit/capital. For the
purposes of the argument, any business that makes more than five million dollars
a year needs to pay their workers a $15 minimum wage. Meanwhile, businesses
that make five million dollars or less should keep paying the current minimum
wage. (Note: legally I am not entirely sure how this can be implemented, as there
might be an issue with it breaking the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th
Amendment of the Constitution.)
As a result, small businesses would be forced to improve how their work
environment is run. This would encourage some employees to keep working in the
business granted it is a smaller paycheck. Meanwhile, companies like Walmart
and McDonald's would have to start paying livable wages, all the while forcing
small businesses to innovate in order to keep their workers from jumping ship.
The increase would affect student life here at Andrews University in a positive
light. Students employed by the university would have more cash to spend on
things that the university provides, making a cycle of cash flow from the university
to students and back to the university—making the lives of students who use the
money they earn on campus to pay off tuition easier. Not only that, a pay increase

can provide those who work in the Cafeteria and Gazebo an extra incentive to
continue working.
While the United State's minimum wage is the twelfth highest in the world, our
society has reached the point that there is a need to increase the minimum wage to
$15 an hour here in the United States. In order to do this, there needs to be a
complex way to implement it so we don't end up hurting the people who both
employ and work for small businesses, which are the bread and butter of
innovation here in the states. The standards of living have changed and improved
since the Fair Labor Standards Act was signed into law, but it is now time for our
wages to keep up with society today.
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Should Chapel Be Mandatory?
Lyle Goulbourne 09.29.21
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The debate over whether or not chapel should be mandatory has been discussed in
the Student Movement since at least the 1980s, so today we will revisit the topic to

discover what’s new and what the psychological implications of mandatory chapels
are.
Chapel is a part of student life at Andrews. Traditional undergraduates under the
age of 25 need to attend at least 30 co-curricular programs, including 12 chapels. If
they fail to complete this requirement they are charged a $25 fine for each missed
program. This policy is not unique to Andrews University, as all Adventist
universities and many Christian universities have some form of a chapel
requirement as well. In fact universities such as Princeton and Harvard formerly
required chapels. Just last year, the Andrews University Student Association and
Senate sought to reduce the chapel requirements due to the pandemic, but the
higher-ups at Andrews said a chapel requirement was needed to be accredited as
an Adventist university.
As a result of these policies, towards the end of the semester here at Andrews, you
may hear people say something along the lines of “I’m glad I finished my chapel
credits,” implicitly suggesting that they are not going to attend chapel now that
they do not need to. Now what causes such a response?
With mandatory chapels, universities are essentially telling students to go to
church to avoid punishment and fees, giving it an economically perverse incentive.
Once students leave college and the threat of punishment is removed, they may
ask why they need to go to church if there is no requirement to fulfill.
The psychological explanation for this response is the overjustification effect. The
American Psychological Association defines this as “a paradoxical effect in which
rewarding (or offering to reward) a person for his or her performance can lead to
lower, rather than higher, interest in the activity. It occurs when the introduction of
an extrinsic reward weakens the strong intrinsic motivation that was the key to the
person’s original high performance.” Essentially, the overjustification effect, which
is well-documented in psychological literature, occurs when people who genuinely
enjoy an activity are incentivized for doing an activity they already enjoyed doing,
so they lose their enjoyment as a result.
As college is a major transition point in students’ lives, it is vital that Christian
universities provide a strong foundation for their students’ faith. I do not believe
mandatory chapels fulfill this requirement. Not only do they reduce students’
intrinsic motivation, they also create an improper mindset in the budding spiritual
lives of students. Requiring chapel creates “checklist Christianity,” a fate suffered

by many Seventh-day Adventists, where faith is simply a set of tasks that must be
performed and completed.
According to a study by Anne Horan in the Journal of Research on Christian
Education, while mandatory chapels are among the most frequently implemented
program types at Christian colleges, they are not the most effective at bolstering
spiritual formation. Instead, based on her research she discovered that “personal
relationships, mentoring, and role modeling (the relational theme) are perceived
as the most effective way to bolster spiritual formation.”
As a result, I believe the higher-ups in the Adventist education system should
consider these psychological findings and replace mandatory chapel with more
voluntary and relational programs if they truly desire the best for the spiritual lives
of their students.
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The Texas Heartbeat Act
Gabriela Francisco 09.29.21
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On January 22, 1973, an intently-watched case was being decided: Roe v. Wade. In
this trial, a single pregnant woman challenged the constitutionality of Texas’
criminal abortion laws. Based on the merits presented, the Supreme Court ruled

that the restriction of abortion was unconstitutional and established that Roe and
others like her could legally access abortion across the country. This new
fundamental law was to be protected under the Ninth Tenth and Eleventh
Amendments (see references).
Just 48 years later, a new abortion law formally known as “The Texas Heartbeat
Act,” has made its way into Texan law. This law bans abortions after an unborn’s
heartbeat has been detected. A heartbeat can be detected at around 6 weeks of
pregnancy; however, typically, awareness of a pregnancy begins when a woman
misses a period, which means a pregnancy could be 4 weeks along before
detection (Bill Text: TX SB8 | 2021-2022 | 87th Legislature | Enrolled, Sec 171.201).
This means that when a woman misses her period and realizes she is pregnant,
she has only two weeks to make that life-altering decision.
This law places the role of enforcing the law into the hands of regular citizens (who
don’t have to be connected to the person getting the abortion or the healthcare
provider in any way) (Bill Text: TX SB8 | 2021-2022 | 87th Legislature | Enrolled,
Sec 171.207). Because the burden of suit is in the hands of private citizens,
healthcare providers cannot sue the state for the infringement of their rights.
Citizens whose suits are successful will be awarded no less than $10,000 for each
abortion performed by the healthcare provider as well as costs and attorney’s fees,
and they can bring the lawsuit as long as four years after the alleged abortion was
performed (Bill Text: TX SB8 | 2021-2022 | 87th Legislature | Enrolled, Sec
171.208).
This law dictates other rulings such as Roe v. Wade cannot be used as an excuse for
performing abortions (Bill Text: TX SB8 | 2021-2022 | 87th Legislature | Enrolled,
Sec 171.209).
This law does not protect the same healthcare provider from being sued multiple
times for the same abortion. Only one citizen can collect the award if they are
successful, yet the provider still has to pay for court fees for each lawsuit (Bill Text:
TX SB8 | 2021-2022 | 87th Legislature | Enrolled, Sec 171.Z).
Although the law protects the provider from being sued by someone who raped the
provider’s patient (Bill Text: TX SB8 | 2021-2022 | 87th Legislature | Enrolled, Sec
171.208), someone else can sue the provider who performs an abortion for the
same patient who was raped.

I’m reminded of a thread of tweets made by @gracieminabox in which she
described women and girls (yes, GIRLS) who were impregnated and would be
affected by this new law. I will share some of that thread with you.
[Trigger warning]: Implied CSA, mention of sexual assault
- “Tonight I’m thinking about Lydia, who just plain wasn’t ready. Seven weeks.”
- “Tonight I’m thinking about Tin Kyi, who had just received asylum from
Myanmar, and whose interpreter walked out on her first appointment, requiring a
delay. Fourteen weeks.”
- “Tonight I’m thinking about Faith, whose periods had been stopped by the Depo
shot that had inexplicably failed to prevent her pregnancy, even though she did
everything right. Twelve weeks.”
- “Tonight I’m thinking about Lakisha, who, at 52, attributed her body’s changes to
approaching menopause. Just under nine weeks.”
- “Tonight I’m thinking about Kate, who was raped in her group home. Eleven
weeks.”
- “Tonight I’m thinking about Chloe, who got her diagnosis of metastatic breast
cancer two days after her pregnancy was confirmed. Eight weeks.”
- “Tonight I’m thinking about Alexis, who was eleven years old. Seventeen and a
half weeks.”
- “Tonight I’m thinking about Millie, who paid extra to come in on an off day so the
protesters she usually stood with wouldn’t see her coming inside. A little over
eleven weeks.”
- “Tonight I’m thinking about Caroline, who had not yet had her first period before
becoming pregnant. Just over eight weeks.”
So I ask you, whose heartbeat matters? Is it just the fetus that matters? Or do the
women and girls who also have a heartbeat, who have lives of their own, and
trauma to carry, matter? My answer is both, but if I have to choose, I’m choosing
the heartbeat of the person who has to carry whatever decision they make for the
rest of their life.
Resources

The Ninth amendment states that people have rights outside of the Bill of Rights,
the Tenth amendment states that any power that doesn’t belong to the federal
government belongs to the state and to the people, and the Eleventh amendment
states that U.S. courts will not hear certain cases against states.
Bill Text: TX SB8 | 2021-2022 | 87th Legislature | Enrolled
We annotated Texas’ near-total abortion ban. Here’s what the law says about
enforcement.
https://www.britannica.com/event/Roe-v-Wade
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/410/113
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A Recap of Apple's 2021 iPhone
Event
T Bruggeman 09.29.21
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The leaves are changing, the weather’s finally cooling down, there’s a crisp feeling
in the air: it’s iPhone season once again!
Apple’s annual September iPhone event marks the first of their usual two
(sometimes three) fall events. The focus, of course, is the new iPhone 13 series, but
the company also unveiled a few other new hardware pieces. In this article, I’ll run
through everything announced and discuss how relevant each is to you as Andrews
students.
iPhone
Apple announced the same four configurations of iPhone as last year: iPhone 13
($799) and 13 mini ($699), and iPhone 13 Pro ($999) and 13 Pro Max ($1099). The
regular 13 models come in five new colors, while the Pro phones are stuck with
their classic trifecta (silver, graphite, gold) plus unique “Sierra Blue.” The Pros can
also now be upgraded to 1 TB of storage, should you wish to drop an extra $500 on
an already thousand-dollar phone.
When it comes to new features, this really is an “s-year”, even though Apple
abandoned that naming scheme with the iPhone 12. If you aren’t familiar, an “s”
generation usually corresponds to improvements rather than massive new
features. So these 13s get better batteries (by 1.5-2.5 hours), better screens (highrefresh rate on the Pros), better cameras (improved low-light capability, optical
image stabilization, Cinematic Mode, and macro-photography on the Pros), and a
generally better processor (although Apple didn’t say quite how much better).
And that’s basically it; there isn’t anything revolutionary to make you rush out and
buy a new iPhone. That being said, these are still amazing–not to mention
beautiful–smartphones, with arguably the fastest chips and best cameras on the
market. If you’re sitting on an older phone and itching for something new, the 13 is
an awesome upgrade. If however, you’ve got an iPhone 12 or just don’t feel any
need to upgrade (or you’re a broke college student), maybe consider waiting
another year.
Apple Watch
The Series 7 Apple Watch was the most disappointing announcement of the event.
It has smaller bezels and charges faster–that’s essentially it. No departure from the
same design the Watch has had since its inception, no big new health features. The

slightly bigger wrap-around screen is nice, I suppose, but there’s really no reason
to upgrade from a Series 6 (even a Series 5, really).
Nevertheless, I still recommend the Apple Watch if you don’t already have one.
Being able to see and potentially respond to texts or other notifications without
pulling out your phone is a huge convenience, especially in class (and especially
with those super-strict profs). And as a busy student, getting enough exercise can
be a challenge, so the health tracking and reminding features of the Watch are very
useful to guilt you into going to the Andreasen Center and to assist you once you’re
there.
iPad
This event saw a standard update to the baseline iPad, potentially the most
student-relevant announcement of the day. Remaining the cheapest iPad at $329,
it now has the A13 (a two year old chip, but still very fast), a True Tone display, and
an Ultrawide front camera that supports Apple’s new Center Stage FaceTime
feature. It also starts with 64GB of storage, which still isn’t enough (come on,
Apple, you can do better ಠ_ಠ), but it’s something.
The iPad (no modifiers) is great for students for two reasons: it’s cheap (a relative
term), and it supports the Apple Pencil. Many students have now gone digital in
their note-taking endeavours, and although the baseline iPad only supports the
first generation Pencil, it’s still quite capable for note taking. And if you’re an artist,
aspiring or otherwise, it also fully supports Procreate, one of the best
drawing/painting apps there is.
iPad mini
The iPad mini holds a special place in my heart: although I’ve sadly never had
reason or funds to purchase one, I love the idea of it. Unfortunately, the mini hasn’t
gotten a lot of love from Apple in recent years, having lagged behind the top of the
line iPad (besides the Pros, of course) and only receiving sporadic updates.
Because of that, this year marks an important step for the iPad mini.
The mini is now once again as it should be: a smaller iPad Air. As such, its updates
essentially just bring it up to par with the Air. The most obvious change comes with
its physical appearance. Apple has slowly been rolling out its industrial, squareedge design across its product line, and now it comes to the mini, as well. This new
slightly larger, edge-to-edge display finally sees the removal of the home button, in
favour of Touch ID in the power button. The flat sides now allow the Apple Pencil 2
to magnetically attach, granting the mini its benefits, as well. Apple also gave it the

new A15 Bionic chip, the same as in the iPhones 13, which actually puts it a
generation above the Air in terms of raw chip performance. Rounding off the
feature list are four new colors, stereo speakers, a 5-core GPU, 5G, USB-C, an
Ultrawide front camera supporting Center Stage, and a single rear camera with
True Tone flash.
This is a great update, and I’m thrilled to see it, but, like I said, it is sometimes
difficult to see the purpose of the iPad mini. It’s ultra-portable, so if you’re used to
taking notes in a small notebook, you may be able to utilize the mini for note
taking, though I would caution against that practice if you aren’t already used to
something small. It’s awesome for reading, watching videos, and the like–a socalled “consumption iPad”–but as students, is that really worth $499?
Even though I struggle to find a demanding use-case for the iPad mini, the product
itself is magnificent, and I’m very happy to see Apple respecting its miniature line
of products.
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Explorations Around Andrews
(Driving Distance)
Wambui Karanja 09.29.21

Photo by Public Domain

There are many wonderful aspects of life on the Andrews University campus: the
scenery is beautiful (especially during springtime), there are plenty of great study
spots on campus, and the bustle of student life lends to a warm environment. Aside
from the beauty and warmth of the AU campus, many students find it challenging
to locate off-campus experiences and activities closeby. To help remedy this
predicament, I have created a list of explorations within a 30-35 minute driving
radius of the Andrews campus. I hope this helps!
Bowl of Pho (Mishawaka, IN)
Bowl of Pho is a Vietnamese eatery that serves a variety of soups, noodles, and
more. With plenty of vegetarian options, it is a small restaurant with great service
and great food. My favorite selection from the menu is the Pho Chay, or vegetarian
noodle soup. Pho Chay is a warm soup that has vegetable broth with rice noodles,
vegetables, tofu, and vegetarian meatballs. The way that the flavors and seasonings
all come together is remarkable. And, might I add, the basil on the side really tops
everything off. 9/10 highly recommend!
Howard Park (South Bend, IN)
Howard Park is an area with various options for food and fun. The location has a
newly-built play park, restaurant & mini-cafe, outdoor ice-skating during the
winter, and a beautiful walkway right along the St. Joseph River. It is always nice to
get out in the fresh air and enjoy the calm setting.
The Mason Jar Cafe (Benton Harbor, MI)
The Mason Jar Cafe is a great place to grab brunch with friends. What impressed
me most about this spot was its friendly environment and overall great vibes. It has
a homey and simple feel to it, which can be very relaxing after a long week of
studying, homework, and exams. I have been to the Mason Jar several times, each
time attempting to order something new ‒ but I always come back to the Goat
Cheese and Grit Cakes. Yes, it is just that good. But I am sure there are many other
tasty selections on the menu.
Potawatomi Zoo/Conservatories (South Bend, IN)
Potawatomi Zoo is a place I grew up visiting; it’s always had a special place in my
heart. Getting out and seeing the animals can be a refreshing change of pace from
the academic rigor that causes many students a great deal of stress. Closeby are
the Potawatomi Conservatories, which I have yet to visit; but from pictures, it looks
like a beautiful collection of botanical gardens.

Idle Hours Bookshop (South Bend, IN)
If you are like me and love to browse libraries and bookstores for their therapeutic
effect, Idle Hours Bookshop is just the thing for you. It is a cute little bookshop in
downtown South Bend with a variety of genres, from true crime to children's books
to historical novels. You are free to wander in and out of this tranquil place as you
please.
South Bend Chocolate Cafe/Downtown South Bend area (South Bend, IN)
The South Bend Chocolate Cafe is a fun place to chill that also doubles as a great
study space. They have a food menu, drink menu, and dessert menu (my personal
favorite). Their ice cream bar is honestly what brings me back so often. Its location
right in the middle of downtown South Bend is great because it is central to other
wonderful eateries and experiences. Across the street from the cafe, there are
often live music sessions and other fun events for casual passersby. There is also
an art studio for novices who want to try something new, like pottery or portrait
painting. Not to mention the great selection of restaurants within walking
distance.
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Social Issues, Politics, and
Performative Activism: Our Place
in Creating Change
Karenna Lee 09.29.21
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In June of 2020, the murder of George Floyd sparked an unprecedented rise in
awareness and support for the Black Lives Matter movement. For many of us,
Floyd’s death was a wake-up call to the long-standing plagues of police brutality
and mass incarceration on the African American community. The systemic racism
that America was founded upon and its persistence today became an unavoidable
fact of life. Many, now disillusioned, were desperate for solutions.
People sought to help, and empathetic responses to the racial injustice sprung up
in forms like protesting, donating to nonprofits, and posting infographics on
Instagram. The demographic of participants varied, but college students were far
from absent in American society’s overwhelming reaction. In fact, according to the
Pew Research Center, 41% of 2020 protestors were under the age of 30, though
they composed only 19% of the American population.

Historically, students have been a key demographic in the advancement of social
movements. For instance, in 1960, four college students began protests at whiteonly lunch counters and inspired thousands of others to join with them in the fight
for civil rights. It’s clear that we students care, yet it’s easy to feel like we’re
treading water in trying to achieve social justice. When it seems so easy to make
mistakes, how can we go about making real change?
Even within activist circles, we lack consensus, and we continue to make mistakes.
With the popularity of Instagram posts discussing the latest social issues,
performative activism has become a prevalent discussion topic. Communities
interested in social justice can often seem like a minefield of missteps instead of a
united front against injustice. In a climate like this, it is crucial that we unpack
what performative activism and its consequences are.
Performative activism is participating in activism to gain clout without any
genuine interest in creating positive change. While performative activism’s motive
could be seeking success like gaining new followers on social media, it could also
be avoiding negative consequences like being “cancelled.” While a related issue
exists at the corporate level–see rainbow capitalism–performative activism is
generally an accusation leveled on the individual level. Now, this seems fairly selfexplanatory: disingenuous intentions are bad. All we must do is examine our
intentions, and we’ll be safe from “bad activism,” right? Or perhaps, you wonder
why your intentions even matter as long as you’re doing the right thing. Well, they
do matter, and surface-level activism doesn’t often accomplish “the right thing” at
all. Here’s why.
A difficult fact of the world is that everyone’s experiences are different, particularly
when you exist as an oppressed minority. For instance, the median weekly
earnings for people of color and women are much lower than white men’s. For
some of us, hard work and a good attitude is enough to gain us high paychecks and
promotions—the supposed American dream. For others, markers of success like
heading their department, owning their own home, or sending their children to
college are exceptions in their communities.
These hardships are no fault of communities of color, but a series of governmental
choices overlooking them in favor of white Americans. Take the exclusion of
African Americans from the New Deal’s benefits, a program literally meant to
improve the lives of lower-class and middle-class Americans, for example. The sad
reality is that America as a whole remains blind to the blatant discrimination it

practices. We will agree on the horrors of slavery or the internment camps for
Japanese Americans, yet the moment someone requests federal aid, we blame it on
a lack of work ethic rather than centuries of systemic oppression.
Performative activism does not care about the struggles of minority groups; it has
not listened to what minorities have said they truly need. The first step to avoiding
performative activism is listening to minorities. Your experiences are not the same
as theirs. You might not relate to or immediately believe much of what they say
their lives have been, but you must believe them. One of the worst things you can
do to someone is gaslight them into thinking they have not suffered, or that their
hardships are a result of their own failures rather than how the world has failed
them. This victim-blaming is not only emotionally taxing, but without any
acknowledgement of the problem, we can never find and create solutions.
While there is no harm in reposting on social media, it should never absolve
anyone of their responsibility to enact change in their life and world. Unlearning
our biases is a difficult, lifelong work. If we intend to care, we must commit to it,
because true allyship and activism are not passive. They are an active choice. We
must be willing to be uncomfortable and be corrected because the world is
unfortunately not what we were taught it is.
If posting on social media isn’t enough, what should we do? The first step is to
educate ourselves. Read books like “So You Want to Talk About Race” by Ijeoma
Oluo and essays like “The Case for Reparations” by Ta-Nehisi Coates, and watch
video essayists from marginalized communities on YouTube. Think critically
about the way things are, and be willing to question it. What we must keep in mind
is that it is okay to have been wrong. Being open is the first step to progress.
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Why Baljeet Sucks: The
Denigration of South-Asian
Culture in American Media
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When I was younger, I remember watching Disney’s “Phineas and Ferb” (20072015) with my brothers on Sunday mornings. With its comical villain, its songs
ranging from “Perry the Platypus” to “A-G-L-E-T.,” and its nostalgic celebration of
summertime, it was one of our all-time favorite shows. In fact, “Phineas and Ferb”
was one of the most popular shows in Disney history. It had over 289 million
viewers, and its following included most of my elementary school. But at the same

time that the show gained massive popularity, there was one character that soured
the production for me: Baljeet.
To this day, I am not quite sure why Baljeet was included in the cast of “Phineas
and Ferb.” In many ways, the show transcended reality in ways that made it
universally enjoyable to children. After all, it features a secret-agent platypus
wearing a fedora and a protagonist with a triangle-shaped face. But among the
show’s host of imaginative figures, the writers pulled viewers back down to earth
with Baljeet–an Indian boy who talks in a feigned accent, has a designated bully,
always needs good grades, and dresses up as a samosa in the episode “Hip Hip
Parade.”
The actor who voices Baljeet, Maulik Pancholy, does not have an Indian accent in
real life–he fakes it for the show. In the episode “Unfair Science Fair,” Baljeet
dances in a kurta and sings about how he needs good grades or his family will
reject him, while a group of belly-dancing Indian women flood the scene and the
other characters ride elephants. Scenes like this portrayed Indian culture in a way
that was both ridiculing and exoticizing–an effect that was consistently
exacerbated by Baljeet’s fake accent.
Phineas and Ferb’s stereotypical depictions had tangible off-screen effects, as
children began using “Baljeet” as a slur to make fun of Indians. To this day, many
Indian content creators deal with this slur on a daily basis, particularly on TikTok.
The phenomenon grew so prominent that Dan Povenmire, one of the creators of
the show, explicitly asked people to stop using Baljeet to make fun of South Asians.
“Phineas and Ferb” is not the only American show guilty of denigrating Indian
culture. Apu from “The Simpsons” (1989-present) is famous for garnering ridicule
toward South Asians in a similar manner to that of Baljeet. Voiced by Hank Azaria,
an American voice actor with no Indian roots, Apu features a fake accent and plays
into multiple stereotypes. In “The Two Mrs. Nahasapeemapetilons,” Bart Simpson
dresses up as a fake Indian deity to stop Apu’s marriage and comments that only
his “screwy country” could have such a twisted idea of matrimony. Apu’s “Thank
you, come again,” is another catchphrase that has been used to make fun of South
Asians for the past several years. But the stereotypes in American television don’t
end there.
The Disney show “Jessie” (2011-2015) features the character Ravi, who talks in yet
another exaggerated, fake accent, is a nerd who gets bullied, and has trouble
connecting with women. Karan Brar, the actor who plays Jessie, has no trace of an

Indian accent at all–he fakes it for comedic effect on the show. And while Raj
Koothrappali from “The Big Bang Theory” (2007-2019) is played by Kunal Nayyar,
who has a genuine accent in real life, his character is similarly desexualized and
portrayed as inept at connecting with women.
The start dates of these shows range from 1989 all the way to 2011, and reflect a
lackluster history of Indian representation on American television. When Indians
have complained about this issue in the past, there have been many responses
akin to “Who cares? They’re just jokes.” And to someone who didn’t grow up with
the repercussions of these stereotypes, it’s hard to realize that this is precisely the
problem: until recently, virtually all of that we have seen of ourselves on TV is
jokes.
Words cannot describe the relief that I felt when watching “Master of None” (2015present), where Aziz Ansari did not fake an accent, or play into stereotypes, or
ridicule Indian culture for profit. Instead, he explicitly addressed problems of fake
accents in “Indians on TV,” and had relationships with women, and dealt with
questions of cultural acceptance in ways that were sensitive and thoughtprovoking. The same can be said for “The Mindy Project” (2012-2015), where
Mindy Kaling similarly talked in her ordinary American accent, and had a love life,
and did normal human things. This is what I had craved from Indian
representation on television for so long–to see us portrayed as ordinary people, not
the subject of racialized jokes every time we entered a room.
In recent years, things have gotten even better, with Mindy Kaling creating “Never
Have I Ever,” where Devi Vishwakumar depicts the struggles of being IndianAmerican in ways that I find sensitive, and thought-provoking, and impactful. But
more than this, she is also a normal high schooler that does normal high-school
things, like having love interests, and rebelling against her mom, and going to
parties. This is not to say that any of these shows are without their flaws, but they
are a serious improvement upon what existed before.
I grew up in a half-Indian, half-Dominican household, and the way that I saw South
Asians portrayed on TV as a child made me want to mute this part of myself until it
was nonexistent. As wrong and embarrassing as it is to admit, it’s a truth of my
childhood that I can’t escape. And although this desire faded with time and
maturity, I take great pride in watching our portrayal in media evolve. In light of
recent discussions about companies like Marvel spotlighting Asians to make
money, my gut response is–who cares? They may be motivated by financial profit,

but the net result is beneficial to minorities in ways that were previously unheard
of. I can’t speak to the company’s specific depiction of cultures outside of my own,
but I will emphatically address the larger issue of representation:
I’m glad companies realize that they need to be inclusive to make money. I’m glad
that they realize that making fun of minority cultures will cause them to lose
viewers. And I hope that as the entertainment industry continues to evolve, we can
create spaces for non-Western cultures that are uplifting, and meaningful, and
educational–not ones that cater to deprecating racial slurs.

